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BUNY COLLEGE AT OLD WESTBURY
CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY

@ 2ir, JAVITS. Mr. President, I wish to
give recognition to afi outstanding, but
little known campus of the New York
State public university system. The col-
lege at Old Westbury is an lnnovative
institution which carries out an educa-
tion program deeply rooted in our aca~
demic history. As & nontraditional insti-
tution, it hrings new Hfe to the academic
traditions of innovation and a focus on
learning which 18 flexible. The Old West~

bury program i particilarly designed to

the unique needs of a diverse student
body. All too ‘often’ our mcademic ingti-
tutions follow other, unintended tradi-.
tions. Some fail to adjust quickly to the
needs of diverse and changing student
bodies. Some lose sight of their central
mission a8 centers of learning and fall
prey to the path of ignoring Innovation.

I am proud that the State University
of New York has established and nur«
tured the college at Old Westbury to
assure that significant’ Innovation and
flexibility remalnh an lmportunt part ofu
the SUNY system.

The university has prepared ror mea:
list of facts and accomplishments of the

college of Old Westbury, This is an im- irotp)

pressive collection of achievementa
which reflscts well on the leadership of
Dr, John Maguire, the president of the
college at Old Westbury. I am pleased
to provide this recognition to the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of BUNY Old
Westbury and congratulate them on
their accomplishments,

Mr. President, I request that these
materials regarding the New York State
University Collegé at Old 'Westbury may
be printed in the Rebonrp at, the oonclu-
sion of my remarks.

Materials attached: ‘

Too Lrrrie KNOWN FACTE ABOUT TEN-YEAR

OLD BTATE UNIVERGITY OF N2w YORK'S Om.-

LEGE AT OLD WxeTeURY

and may underestimate the importance, i«
adaad, neoaaairy. of {ita further
me m = -Mindle, Stated. Commission Report
G ‘rgg ﬂJ(.

B T

. Students report t.hn!: sducation ‘af Old
Westbury a “turning point* (New York
Legislative Commission-on Expenditurd Ré~ |
view's Study on Btate University Devéloping |

¢ and Non-Traditional Colleges, which reports)

'81% ot the College’s gradustes “benefitéd -

‘% great deal” from an Old Westbury 4duce-
. tion compared to W% zn;ggn the: mditmnal

campuses surveyed..

_develop.
bchaw Ynitisl Accreditation, -

\‘U'ASHINGTON TUESDAY APRIL 24, 1919

85% of the Oollege's graduates applied for
radusto school—signiticanitly higher (10-
gﬁ%) than any Other cm\pul suttveyed:

' 889% sctuslly attended ( igper than any

other “emarging college).

- Ax O)d Weathury edmtion was olted as &
“living kind of educatioh” becauss of the
learning environment. presexted in the el-
bow-to-elbow education -of its racially and
culturally mized student afid facuity bodies.

Mora than ninety percent of tha graduates
of the efrly childhood edx;cntgon x’x‘ggmm
are immedintely smployed, tkely related to
the biifagual charctor o THE progy

In 19%8 the Debating Soclety won thlrd

ze 1A their first: interocllegiate coinpeti-
t!on at the national tonnnmont held  at
Swarthmore College.. -

For.two cohsecutive years. atmnts in the
Business and mnng;’x:ent program have
woti/in the national Philip Morris Market-
lnc/communmatwu Competition-—-1876-77,

Xime sBd 1977-78, third place.
Weathury i the only BUNY arts and
seiénoe college to have won & distinguished

. teachier award and distingiifshéd adminigtra-

tor; awand every year-sitnos the series began,
83 well, sa baving & Distingulshed Teachiug

Protessor,

Tu 191 . rwulty metgber received »
soveted Cluggentieim Paliowahip and in 1078
another won &° mtortn um Fellow-

award.

women's studtes, -mathematios, billngual. |
education, Afic-American musio and intéfs.

linary spprodches to the humanities.
hava ncotm pational medis coverage.

The College’a nstional reputation fot &
distinctive range of commitments and inno-
vative sducational approaches is reflected in
the number of bis #nd books in which
it hn béen portra.yed, e.g. Acadeniic Revo-

lution; Audbmm Wﬂomaﬁon, Perpetual

Dreami- . .
e ‘ n.ouuu -
‘Oertlln" of -ita .académle programs have
national reputations for innovation, leadere
.ship, sohievemsnt:, Womens studiea; Afro~
Amerioan musle and dance; “Third World'
and developing nations studies; bilingual
sarly childhood snd elementary education;

.and accelerated mantery of mathematics.

Three modes -of wellsintegrated under-

| gradugts educstion svajlable-~discipits
“Too few of the Otilege's observers are ap b

. Jully aware of'its considergble achievamants . 'dissip

nery, pre-professional and vocstional, inter-
nary. Its ploneering interdisciplinary
‘studies are the oidést, bsst known, widely
calenratod., s

Although amall, tho Ooilnge ma.mmh:;u tv.;o
regular overseas programs in early 14-
hood education, one 1n Bristol, England, th
other in Kingston, Jamaics. .

s alternative !zanﬂng program” pro-
vides for up.to s year'of {m-uni‘:. off oam-
pus - work “experience ‘darefully integrated
with ‘continuing nudiu m students’
major fleld. ’

A Block Program, for enturtng students
serfously underprepared . for college level
work offers: a ﬂgzmy mm;rea currisulum

with academi .pervices from Aca-

-domio Tummdmtum The course

completion rate vtor students in the Block

- Prograin has been double that of akills de-

&umquowwtoframﬂw membmini ity

tradrticnally
- phesed By higher s@ucetiin, O Westbury

No. 48

flelent students outside the Block Program.
The arts gallery program strikingly com-
bines shows of student and faculty wafks
with guest exhibitions of both community
art associations and artists of national and
international reputation.
“It ts this unusual combination of pro-

' grams, with the interdisciplinary at the core,

which gives Old Waestbury its valuable
unigueness and sets it off—In curricular
terms-—from other institutions . . . The goal
of an interdisciplinary approach to Uberal
education is sharéd by a very considerable
number. of institutions, but 0ld Westbury
appesars to0 have acecomplished much of what
is mmmly rhetoric.”—Middle Btates

FEATURES

Old Westbiry ia one of few BUNY cam-
puses with a complete chlld care facility.

There 18 an unusual degree of campus-
wide involvement in college governance. Vir-
tually every significant college commities In-
cludes students as well as faculty and ataff.

Through & grant with Nassau County gov-
ernment, the College operates a apecial pro-
gram for retirees who prepare as auxillary
teachers In élénientary schools.

As g reflection of the Oollege’s ‘outreach
comamitment, an nnusual pumber of its fac-
And staff gerve bn ‘clvie, community,
hgtional boards, projects, commisslons.

) BTODENTS

‘AMore are enrolled from iis surrounding
coprmunities than any other campus in the
State University system. (78% from Nassan
and Suffolk counties on Long Island)

While open to astudents of &1l baokgrounds,
an extraordinary number are older, poorer.
from racial and cultural minorities:

‘THe median age of the 2,300 students 1s 28.

6% of the. studerit body have family in-

 comes of $6,000 or less.

88 % are women.

349, are black; 14% are Hispasde.

faving focuseed for a decude on provid-
ing education for thwse try -

serves g8 & model for thoce institutions now
turning to the récruiiment of oider, poorer
students, womien, and raclal, cultural mi-
norities.

“In our judgment na.institition has so
successfully integruted both traditional and
non-traditional students on one small cams-
pus and within a relatively small rango of
educational offerings ss has Old Westhury. -
Middle States Comnizalon Eeport.

“Old Weatbury has been and remalns come-
mitted to struggling with the gravest educa~
tional and social challengés in American lite

-. In our view, thoss with power to do so
must support, indeed cherish the special
mission of this most unusual college . . . 1If
gupported adequately the College will con-.
tinue to move towgrg further accompiish-
ments that will have Jor impiications for
higher educsation generally.—Middle States
Commission Report.@
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‘I think the status thing will
be delcted from our society.

—Elaine Paulus

‘So many people in mental
institutions are not getting
proper therapy because they
are poor.

~Carmen Maldonado

‘Middle class people are go-
ing to start saying, no, we
aren’t going to take it
anymore.’

—Letitia Galdamez

Optimism at Old Westbury

Old Westbury—IFf this ia the “me” generation,
students at the State University College here are
not participating.

So says a senior fellow of the prestigious Car-
negie Council on Policy Studies in Higher Educa-
tion. The council, located in Berkeley, Calif.,
regularly monitors moods and issues on college
campuses. Interviews with a dozen students re-
cently upheld that view.

Arthur Levine, the senior fellow, wrote to col-
lege president John Maguire last month to praise
Old Westbury students as “a unique and refresh-

" ing experience. They were the one group of under-
graduates I encountered who left me optimistic
about the future of the country.”

Levine's study of how colleges have changed
since the 1960s, to be published later this year, in-
cludes interviews with students at 28 colleges
around the country and the results of question-
naires that were sent to 870 schools. No other
Long Island schools participated, Levine said,
though others in the metropolitan area did. He

‘said he could not reveal names of the other
schools.

At most schools, Levine said in an interview,
he found the anger of students of the 19608 was
replaced by cynicism, alienation and “me”-orien-
tation. “One question I asked was, "Are you opti-
mistic or pessimistic about the future?” Levine
gaid. “In the other schools, people answered,
‘Things are bad and will get worse, but I'm going
to get a good job, make good money and have &
good marriage.” At Old Westbury, he said, the
typical response was, “"Our generation inherited
this bad situation but we can make it better.”

Levine said he interviewed students with
backgrounds comparable to those at Old West-
bury, where the student body of 2,400 is nearly 50
per cent minority and the median age is 28. He at-
tributed Old Westbury's success to “a supportive
environment and an interdisciplinary academic
program.”

. Letitia Sapp Galdamez, 21, a senior, was one
of those interviewed by Levine. S8he is studying
community health. “I don’t think things will con-
tinue as they are, because middle-clasa people are
going to start saying, no, we aren’t going to take
it anymore,” she said. "1 want to see that health
care is delivered in the right way . . . If people
are physically and mentally healthy, then the rest
will follow.” Like most of those interviewed, she
said she wants to make a comfortable living hut
having a satisfying job is more important

Carmen Maldonado, 18, a freshman also inter-
viewed by Levine, believes the world may well be
destroyed soon by nuclear or other means. Mean-
while, she is studying psychology. "So many peole
in mental institutions are not getting proper ther-
apy because they are poor,” she said.

Elaine M, Paulus, 21, thinks “things can only
get better . . . I think the status thing will be de-
leted from our society.” She plans to enter airline
administration, but wants to help her own people,
blacks and Puerto Ricans, and others by making
travel easier. Theresa McCrea, 23, a premed ma-
jor, said she thinks she can help “change the
world” as a doctor caring about people.

“If it wasn't for Old Westbury, I wouldn’t have
the goals and aspirations 1 have today,” Ms. Gal-
damez said. “It's a beautiful learning experience.”
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Recruiting Van W_oos

By Aileen Jacobson ,

State University College at Old Westbury
has a new entry in the hunt for prospective
students in a declining pool of candidates, a

bright new green and white “mobile admis-
" sions van.”

The van, equipped with desk, chairs and
bench, has been parked outside the Abraham
& Straus store at Walt Whitman Shopping
Center in Hunlington Station every day this
week. Next Thursday, it is scheduled to visit
Andrew Jackson High School in Cambria
Heights and the Hicksville railroad station.
Soon, it will be at other shopping centers,
schools, flea markets, fairs and wherever else
large crowds gather. An admissions counselor
in the van gives out advice and applications
and can even grant on-the-spot admission if
the applicant brings $9 and a high school di-
ploma. The college is trying to bring its fall
enrollment to 2,800 to 2,900 students, from
the 2,400 now cnrolled.

During the last three days, it has attracted
about 150 prospective students, sgid Alan
Chaves, the college’s admissions director, who
originated the iden. Chaves thinks the van is
the only one of its kind in tho country.

“Rantcally, § heeamae vory concerned because
many adults want to go to achool, but, they are
alvaid of the firsl step, Getting themselves onto
the campus is a major step,” he said. Many are
afraid they won't fit in with younger students,
he said. Many Old Westbury students are the
“mature women” the college is seeking during
its daytime hours, 10 AM to 4 PM, at the shop-
ping center. Many people also don’t even know
the college exisls, he said, .

The college is geared especially for minority
students who may have trouble gaining ad-
mission to other achools and to adults whose
schooling may have been disrupted but are
now aiming for a degree. Chaves admits the
van is a novel entry in the growing competi-
tion among Long Island colleges for the adult
aludent, ns graduating high achool closses
grow incroaringly s tlor,

the ‘Mature Student

~A check of several Long Island col
showed their officials thougﬁt the van (;lgegsg
idea axgd one{hey milght f(:\l}low in addition to
present recruitment ploys. Adelphi Universit
C.W. Post College and St.J ohn’spUnivemity ac}i,:
vertise on television and Molloy College has ad-
vertised on radio. Chaves said a public
institution like Old Westbury can’t afford that.

Old Westbury recruitment coordinator Ja-
nette F. Mabe, who worked in the van Mon-
day and will again today, said three
saleswomen and several housewives were
among her vigitors. Two of the saleswomen
wanted business and management degrees
an‘('l the third wanted to study psychology.

They were looking to upgrade themselves
for better job opportunities, as 8o many people
are these days,” she said. Another wqman was
happy to hear about the school's day care cen-
ter, she said.

Two housewives who came together, she
said, had the thought of applyi{:g “in the
backs of their hondu. They were looking for
something stimulatling,” They went home to
talk to their husbands. “Knowing what 1

know, I think they'll besbagk.in our office next
week,” she said. A



