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SUNY COLLEGE AT OLD 'Wmsrnnfw
CELEBRATES 10TH ‘ANNIVERSARY

2ir. JAVITS. Mr. President, I wish to
give recognition to afi outstanding, but

little known c¢ampus of the New York

State public university system. The col-
lege at Old Westbury is an innovative
institution which carrfes out an educa-
tion program deeply rooted in our aca-
demic history. As a nontraditional insti-
tution, it brings new lte to the academic
traditions of innovation and a focus on
learning which 18 flexible, The Old West-

bury program is particilarly designed to

the unigue needs of a diverse student
body. All too often’ our academic insti-
tutions follow other, unintended tradi-
tions. Some fail to adjust quickly to the
needs of diverse and changing student
bodies. Some lose sight of their central
mission a8 centers of learning and fall
prey to the path of ignoring innovation.

I am proud that the State Univers(ty
of New York has established and nurs
tured the college at Old Westbury to
assure that significant innovation and
flexibility remain an lmportant part ot.
the SBUNY gystem.

The university has prepared for me a

list of tacts and accomplishments of the -

coll f Bury. -
ege of Old Weatbury. This is an im- | Aisalp

pressive collection of achievements
which reflects well on the leadership of
Dr, John Maguire, the president of the
college at Old Westbury. I am pleased
to provide this recognition to the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of BUNY Old
Westbury and congratulate them on
their accomplishments,

Mr. President, I request that these
materials regarding the New York State
University College at Old ‘Westbury may
be printed in the ReCoRp at. the conclu~
sion of my remarks.

Materials attached:

Too LrrrLe KNOwWN FAOTS ABOUT 'rm-YtAn

OLD BTATE UNIVEREITY OF New Yorx's Oox.-

LEGE AT OLD WESTBURY

“Too few of the College’s observers are
~ fully aware ofits jomg‘;emmg achiayamants .

and may uudemtlmate the fmportance, in-
necessity,
cS Miadle,

States, n Report

R Commission
| Grling tbe Colioge Initjal Accreditation, -
] iﬂ"v e Eﬁﬁ e

B )

_Students report. then' pducation, ‘at Old
Westbury a “turning point” (New York
Leglslative Commission on Expenditure Ré~
view's Study on State University Developing |

‘81% of the College’s gradudtes “bénefitéd

/% great deal” from an Old Westbury educa-
. tlon compared to 58% n;g'tn tho tra,dmonal

campuses surveyed..

of ts further. develop-

pus - work ‘experience ‘darefully
| with continuing studies in-

-demic Tutors aud
completion rate for mdenta ia the Blook

\WASBINGTON, TUESDAY APRIL 24, 19/9

656% of the Oollege's graduates applied for
gznduaﬂs school—significantly higher (10-
o) than any other campus surweyed:

' 88% actually attended (higner than any

other ‘"cmerging college’).

- An 0)d Westhuary édueation was olted as a
“living kind of education” becauss of the
learning environment. presented in the el-
bow-to-elbow education -of its racially and
culturally mixéd student and faculty bodies.

More than ninety percent of the graduates
of t::o ea:ly chiidtiood . zd\;cn:t?n ?rgg;a?
are immediate! emplo'ye ely related to
the bifnjuat’ et o ERE progt:

1978 the Dobating Boclety won thlrd
prize dh their first interoollegiate conipeti-
tion, st tbe national - toﬂmmnt held  at
Swarthmore College.: -

For two consecutive years. students in the
‘Busixess and ment program have
won/in the national Phillp Morris Market-
mglaommunwatlons Competition—1876-71,
firat piace and 1977-78, third place.

od’ Westbury is thc only BUNY arts and
aciénce ¢ollege to have won & distinguished

. tschier award and distingpished administra-

tor; awand every year-sinos the series began,:
a8 Well, o8 hsvmc Dlsttwuubod Teaching

Profassor,
“XX» hégg s Iwulw _meiber xegexmelw:

Ve uggeneim. g
another won & Dnhtortli anfuu Fellow-

aumque work -of ‘faculty members i |

en's studies, matiematios, billugnal. |
Qduc:non. Afro-Ametrican musio and inter-.’
linary spproaches to the humanities.
have recelved national media coverage.

The oollege’s national reputation for a
distinctive range of commitments and inno-
vitive sducational a.pproecheq 18 refiected in
the ninmber of journals gnd books in which
it-has been pormyed. e.g. Academic Revo-
ution; Audbmlo

u:u

3  mocassis : i

Oertnln of -its .académic programs have
nationel: rnpuht!om for innovation, leadere
.ship, schievemsnt: Women's studies; Afro-
Amerioan’ mus ppd dance; “Third World'.
and’ developing nations studies; -bilingual
early childhicod snd elemenitary education;

.and accelerated mastery of mathematics.

Thres modes -of. wellsintegrated under-

. gradugte odﬂctﬂbh _are, svailable—diacipll.
..I‘Mv p“'w

and vocstional, inter-
disoiplinary. Its plonesring interdisciplinery
‘studies are the oldest, best known, widely

celebratod, =
Although small, the oahoso maintains two
regular ov L early ohild-.

ergens Programs in
nood education, one in Bristol, Englaua. the
other in Eingston, Jamaics. | '

“Ths :“alternative leaiting pr " pro-
vidés for up to's yearof: ﬁm-time, off oam-

integrated
@ students’
major fleld.

A Block Prognm. for. enurlng students

for- college level

.seriously . urderprepared
work ofters: a tightly. utruc{mred curriculum
o support.

with adadémic services from Aca-

~tutors; The course

omuon. Perpetuﬂ .

traditionally
'memﬁon.mdwmmg

No. 48

- Program has been double that of skills de-

ficlent students outside the Blook Program.
- The arts gallery program strikingly com-
bines shows of student and faculty wofks
with guest exhibitions of both community
art assoclations and artists of national and
international reputation.

“It {8 this unusual combination of pro-

" grams, with the interdisciplinary at the core,

which gives Old Westbury its valuable
uniqueness and sets it off—in curricular
terms—from other institutions . . . The goal
of an interdisciplinary approa.oh ’co {beral
education is sharéd by a very considerable
number. of institutions, but 0Old Westbury
appears to have accomplished much of what
1s usually merely rhetoric.”—Middle Btates
Commission Report.
FEATURES

. Old Westbury ja one of few SUNY cam-
puses with & complete child care facitity.

There I8 an unusual degree of campus-
wide Involvement in college governance. Vir-
tually every significant college committee In-
cludes students as well as faculty and staff.

Through & grant with Naasau County gov-
ernment, the Collegé operates a special pro-
gram for retirees who prepare as auxillary
teachars In élénientafy schools.

As 8 reflection ot the College's ‘outreach
comamitment, an unusual humber of its fac-

and staft gerve on 'clvic, community,
mﬁbml boards, projocta éommissions.
BTUDENTS
‘More are enrolled from its surrounding
communities than any other campus in the
Btate University system. (78% from Nassaun
and Suffolk counties on Long Island)

While open to students of all backgrounds,
an extraordinary number are older, poorer,
from racial and cuitural minorities:

‘THe median age of the 2,300 students is 28.

16% of the. student:body have family in-

- comes of 88,000 or less.

58 % are women.

ving
ing education for those

serves g8 a model for thoes institutisns now
turning to the récruitment of oider, poorer
students, women, end rscial, cultural mi-
norities.

“In our judgment no.institution has so
successtully integrated both traditional and
non-traditions! atudents on one small cam-
pus and within a reélatively small range of
educational offerings as has OJd Westbury. -~
Middle Btates Commission Report.

“Old Westbury has been and remalns com-
mitted to struggling with the gravest educa~
tional and social challenges in American lite
. .. In our view, those with power to do s0
must support, indeed cherish the special
mission of this most unusual college . . . It
supported adequately the Coliege will con--
tinue to move towgrg further sccomplish-
wments that will have major implications for
higher education generally."—Middle States
Commission Report.
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‘I think the status thing will
be deleted from our society.’

: are. poor.’
—FElaine Paulus '

‘So many people in mental
institutions are not getting
proper therapy because they

—Carmen Maldonado

‘Middle class people are go-
ing to start saying, no, we
aren’t going to take it
anymore.

—Letitia Galdamez

Optimism at Old Westbury

Old Westbury—If this is the “me” generation,
students at the State University College here are
not participating..

So says a senior fellow of the prestigious Car-
negie Council on Policy Studies in Higher Educa-
tion. The council, located in Berkeley, Calif.,
regularly monitors moods and issues on college
campuses. Interviews with a dozen students re-
cently upheld that view. ’

Arthur Levine, the senior fellow, wrote to col-
lege president John Maguire last month to praise
Old Westbury students as “a unique and refresh-

" ing experience. They were the one group of under-
graduates I encountered who left me optimistic
about the future of the country.” :

Levine's study of how colleges have changed
since the 1960s, to be published later this year, in-
cludes interviews with students at 28 colleges
around the country and the results of question-
naires that were sent to 870 schools. No other
Long Island schools participated, Levine said,
though others in the metropolitan area did. He

‘said he could not reveal names of the other
schools.

At most schools, Levine said in an interview,
he found the anger of students of the 19608 was
replaced by cynicism, alienation and “me”-orien-
tation. “One question I asked was, ‘Are you opti-
mistic or pessimistic about the future? ” Levine
said. “In the other schools, people answered,
‘Things are bad and will get worse, but 'm going
to get a good job, make good money and have a
good marriage.” At Old Westbury, he said, the
typical response was, “Our generation inherited
this bad situation but we can make it better.”

Levine said he interviewed students with
backgrounds comparable to those at Old West-
bury, where the student body of 2,400 is nearly 50
per cent minority and the median age is 28. He at-
tributed Old Westbury’s success to “a supportive
environment and an interdisciplinary academic
program.”

 Letitia Sapp Galdamez, 21, a senior, was one

of those interviewed by Levine. She is studying
community health. “I don’t think things will con-
tinue as they are, because middle-class people are
going to start saying, no, we aren’t going to take
it anymore,” she said. “I want to see that health
care is delivered in the right way . . . If people
are physically and mentally healthy, then the rest
will follow.” Like most of those interviewed, she
said she wants to make a comfortable living hut
having a satisfying job is more important.

Carmen Maldonado, 18, a freshman also inter-
viewed by Levine, believes the world may well be
destroyed soon by nuclear or other means. Mean-
while, she is studying psychology. “So many peole
in mental institutions are not getting proper ther-
apy because they are poor,” she said.

Elaine M. Paulus, 21, thinks “things can only
get better . . . I think the status thing wili be de-
leted from our society.” She plans to enter airline
administration, but wants to help her own people,
blacks and Puerto Ricans, and others by making
travel easier. Theresa McCrea, 23, a premed ma-
jor, said she thinks she can help “change the
world” as a doctor caring about people.

“If it wasn't for Old Westbury, I wouldn’t have
the goals and aspirations 1 have today,” Ms. Gal-
damez said. “It's a beautiful learning experience.”
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Recruiting Van Woos
the ‘Mature Student

By Aileen Jacobson

State University College at Old Westbury
has a new entry in the hunt for prospective
students in a declining pool of candidates, a
bright new green and white “mobile admis-
~ siops van.” :

The van, equipped with desk, chairs and
bench, has been parked outside the Abraham
& Straus store at Walt Whitman Shopping
Center in Huntington Station every day this
week. Next Thursday, it is scheduled to visit
Andrew Jackson High School in Cambria
Heights and the Hicksville railroad station.
Soon, it will be at other shopping centers,
schools, flea markets, fairs and wherever else
large crowds gather. An admissions counselor
in the van gives out advice and applications
and can even grant on-the-spot admission if
the applicant brings $9 and a high school di-
ploma. The college is trying to bring its fall
envollment to 2,800 to 2,900 students, from
the 2,400 now cnrolled.

During the last three days, it has attracted
about 150 prospective students, sgid Alan
Chaves, the college’s admissions director, who
originated the idea. Chaves thinks the van is
the only one of its kind in the country.

“Basically, | beeame very concerned hecause
many adulta want. (o go to school, but. they are
afraid of the first step. Getting themselves onto
the campus is a major step,” he said. Many are
afraid they won't fit in with younger students,
he said. Many Old Westbury students are the
“mature women” the college is seeking during
its daytime hours, 10 AM to 4 PM, at the shop-
ping center. Many people also don’t even know
the college exists, he said. A

The college is geared especially for minority
students who may have trouble gaining ad-
mission to other schools and to adults whose
schooling may have been disrupted but are
now aiming for a degree. Chaves admits the
van is a novel entry in the growing competi-
tion among Long Island colleges for the adult
aludent, ns graduating high school classes
grow inerensingly wmnller.

~A check of several Long Island colleges
showed their officials thought the van a good
idea artld one.they milght f(}\l(liow in addition to
present recruitment ploys. Adelphi University,
C.W. Post College and St. J ohn’spUniversity ach,-
vertise on television and Molloy College has ad-
vertised on radio. Chaves said a public
institution like Old Westbury can’t afford that.

Old Westbury recruitment coordinator Ja-
nette F. Mabe, who worked in the van Mon-
day and will again today, said three
saleswomen and several housewives were
among her visitors. Two of the saleswomen
wanted bupiness and management degrees
an'g the third wanted to study psychology.

They were looking to upgrade themselves
for better job opportunities, as so many people
are these days,” she said. Another wqman was
happy to hear about the school’s day care cen-
tcrl, she haaid.

Two housewives who came together, she
said, had the thought of applyi‘f\g “in tho
backa of their hoads. They were looking for
something stimulating.” They went home to
talk to their husbands. “Knowing what I

lmow,( L think they'll besbagk.in our office next
week," she said. e :



